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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Note: The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communica- 
tions most be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

RECRUITING METHODS OF ONE ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 

Dear Editor: Inasmuch as the Red Cross Nursing service is making a drive to 
obtain the enrollment for active service of 5000 registered nurses before June 1st, 
it seems to me to be the duty of every member of the American Nurses' Association 
to assist in every possible way, if we are to achieve the result asked for. The 
Alumnae Association of St. Luke's Hospital Training School for Nurses, New 
York, has formed a committee which has circularized every graduate of the school 
who is not at present in active service. A copy of the letter follows. The result 
has been that every graduate nurse in that Alumnae Association is putting herself 
on record, either to enroll or to give her reasons why this is not possible. From 
the replies, we find that a number have applied for enrollment, signifying their 
readiness to report on June 1st, while others are willing to give emergency 
service locally if called upon to do so. This plan has the merit of simplicity and 
practicability, and I believe it would commend itself to other alumnae associations. 
"My dear Miss : 

"A personal appeal has been made to all superintendents of nurses through- 
out the country to assist in increasing the enrollment of nurses in the Red Cross 
Service for duty in Europe or the cantonments. The Surgeon General has asked 
for a supply of 5000 nurses by June 1st, for the Army alone, and has estimated 
that probably not far from 30,000 additional will be needed by January 1, 1919. In 
response to this urgent request, a meeting was called consisting of the com- 
mittees of the Alumnae Association together with other Red Cross representa- 
tives to determine how to make known this appeal to the graduates of St. Luke's 
who are not enrolled in the Red Cross. After due consideration it was decided 
by the members of the meeting that our nurses who are free to respond to this 
call for assistance, should do so by June 1st, or later, if more time is needed to 
arrange their affairs. Each school is asked to organize units of 5 or 10 nurses or 
even less or several such units. It has been promised whenever possible these 
units will be kept intact. It was the pleasure of the meeting that I ask if you 
are in a position to enlist. Even though it is impossible for you to join the 
Service, I will be grateful to you for a reply to this letter. If you decide to en- 
roll, I will be glad to send you the application form or any further information 
you desire." 

This letter was signed by the Superintendent of Nurses, Mrs. Bath. 

New York A. M. H. 

LETTERS FROM NURSES IN FOREIGN SERVICE 
I. 
Dear Editor : Thank you so very much for the copy of the Joubnal you are 
sending us. While a number of the nurses receive their own copies, I am very 
glad to have this extra copy for their sitting room. We need the Journal over 
here, especially to keep us informed of nursing affairs in the States and also 
we learn a great deal from it of the other Base Hospital Units in France that 
we wouldn't otherwise know. There is always much discussion of the most re- 
cent news after it has arrived. It is a miserable, cold, wet day with steady rain 
and sleet. The nurses are paddling about in rubber boots and rain coats and 
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